Building Our Future: Social Issues Affecting Our Youth
2007 Youth Town Hall
Sponsored by The City of Portales and New Mexico First
Summary
1. Provide life skills and
money management
classes in high school
and hold rallies for
students on the college
campus.

College/Career Preparedness
Recommendation
To better prepare students for college and career, school systems should provide life skills
and money management classes in high school. High schools should consider providing
courses in practical life skills such as vehicle maintenance. Colleges should also strive to be
involved in the high school atmosphere (e.g., giving campus visits and publicize). Colleges
should hold weekend rallies’ for high school students to become familiar with the campus and
courses offered.

2.

Set higher standards
for teachers and
include skills
necessary for college
success in high school.

So that graduates of Roosevelt County high schools will be prepared for any college, we feel
the responsibility lies with students, teachers, administrators, school board members, and the
NM Department of Education. Our recommendation would be to begin with higher standards
for teachers, for example student motivation. Classes should include skills necessary for
success in college such as study skills, note taking, time management, and life skills.

3.

Bring in young
motivational speakers
to teach students.

So that Roosevelt County youth may learn from peers as well as other young motivational
speakers, local high schools and colleges should work together to bring in motivational
speakers to teach and motivate students on a variety of subjects.

4.

Expand life skill
classes to everyone
and increase funding.

So that more life skill classes are available, school administrations should expand to
everyone, not just specific groups, and increase funding by re-evaluating the budget for the
existing programs.

5.

Make financial
counseling mandatory
for all high school
seniors.
Implement college prep
classes.

So that Roosevelt County students can be better prepared for college, local leaders and
school administrators should make it mandatory that all high school seniors take a class on
financial counseling.

6.

So that Roosevelt County students can be better prepared for college, college and high
school administrators should implement college prep classes into the curriculum.
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Summary
7. Create a parent teacher
association trained in
communication skills.

Social Issues
Recommendation
So that parents will be more involved in their children’s lives pertaining to communication
skills, the parents and the community of Roosevelt County along with the higher education
department, should create a parent teacher association who will be trained by professionals
funded by the community of Roosevelt County and the New Mexico Higher Education
Department so that parents can communicate with children beginning at an earlier age.

8.

Fund counselors for all
schools.

So that counselors may be accessible for all schools in Roosevelt County, the New Mexico
Higher Education Department should fund counselors for all Roosevelt County schools.

9.

Implement educational
classes about
substance abuse and
sexual activity.

So that the number of junior high school students and other youth engaging in drugs, alcohol,
and sex decreases, the school districts, parents, and law enforcement should work together
to implement educational classes about substance abuse and sexual activity starting in the 7th
grade.

10. Provide rehab facilities,
counseling, and drug
testing.

So that the drop-out rates and criminal activity won’t be so prevalent among young people in
Roosevelt County, we recommend services such as rehab facilities, voluntary and free
counseling, and school-wide drug testing. Also the students, parents, and schools should
work together to create awareness about the dangers of drug and alcohol abuse and sexual
activity among young people.

11. Support preventive
programs that increase
awareness and
education on drugs,
alcohol, and sexual
activity.

So that young people of Roosevelt County will not revert to drugs, alcohol, and sexual
activity, the youth of Roosevelt County recommend that local political officials, recreational
program leaders, teachers, principals, and counselers, support a preventive program such as
“Shattered Dreams” or one that increases awareness and education on drugs, alcohol, and
sexual activity. We recommend 5 years for this program targeted for childern 11 to 12 (6th
grade). We also recommend to supplement the “abstince only” sex ed program with other
forms of sex ed to educate youth on safe sex alternatives for sexually transmitted diseases
and teen pregnancies. This program will be expanded to discuss substance abuse, drugs,
and alcohol prevention. By showing examples through expanded education with parent
participation (through instruction classes), we hope to improve and promote positive role
models in parents and community leaders.

12. Hold parent and child
workshops that teach
abstinence and safesex practices.

So that the youth in Roosevelt County (early teens to early 20’s) are aware of the
consequences of teen pregnancies, communities, churches, schools, health centers, fellow
peers, and teen parents should hold parent and child workshops, forums, and events that tie
together both parents and their children about the promotion of abstinence. However,
abstinence is not always accepted by teens, so safe-sex should be taught as well to increase
awareness of un-safe sex and their consequences.

13. Implement the D.A.R.E
program, D.W.I.
simulations, and other
workshops.

So that the youth of Roosevelt County are aware of the consequences of substance abuse,
communities, law enforcement, churches, public eduation, and fellow peers should implement
the D.A.R.E. program (Drug Awareness and Resistance Education), D.W.I. (driving while
intoxicated) simulations, and workshops driven and funded through sponsored fundraisers
with the aid of an authority figure such as a police chief or mayor.

14. Advertise school social
organizations.

So that information on social organizations such as FFA, BPA, Student Council, FCCLA, and
other similar programs in educational institutions in Roosevelt County is adequately
displayed, the student body and administration should recognize and advertise these
organizations by multimedia, for example, school newspapers, announcements, and hosting
mandatory organization promotion fairs during school hours.
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15. Create events and
facilities for youth and
families.

Economic Development/Alive After 5
Recommendation
So that we can create an “Alive after 5” environment for Roosevelt County and surrounding
areas, we propose to create an “entertainment area” such as a district with clubs (nonalcoholic, dance, sports bar, college, jazz, and comedy), concert venues, renovation of the
Yam Theatre, and a large movie theater for youth and families to enjoy Portales and
encourage people to stay in this area.

16. Construct a commercial
center (mall) with retail,
food, and recreation
venues.

So that Roosevelt County has an “Alive after 5” experience, we as the youth of Roosevelt
County recommend the following for the improvement of our local economy. We propose a
commercial center (mall) that includes retail, food, and recreation venues ( such as a dance
hall, putt-putt, bowling, etc) be constructed. The city and county administration will fund the
construction of such facility; therefore the economic development board will encourage the
desired businesses to set up such venues.

17. Create a wider variety
of social activities for
students.

To address the issue of peer pressure that leads to drinking, drugs, and teen pregnancy in
Roosevelt County, high school Students Councils should work together to create a wider
variety of social activities (motivational speakers, comedians, concerts, athletic events, etc.)
to help keep all students away from bad influences.

18. Construct a teen
recreation center or
expand current
recreation center to
accommodate broader
activities.
19. Renovate and expand
recreation center to add
a pool and fun center.

To promote productive and beneficial activities in a safe environment after 5 pm, a rural
economic development team should construct a teen recreation center which includes an
arcade, an area for concerts, and sponsor dances. The city should expand the current
recreation center to accommodate additional activities and interests of a broader teen base.
Efforts should be made to set aside times for each age group to utilize the facility.
So that Roosevelt County can provide more activities after 5 pm; community members, city
leaders, and county leaders, through grants, loans, bonds, and sponsors, we suggest to
renovate and expand the present recreation center and possibly acquire additional land for an
indoor pool by benefiting high school and college students by providing a fun center that will
include activities such as pool tables, ping pong tables, a bowling alley, dance floor and
studio, and a performance stage for musicians and other artists.
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